
Decisions taken at the CPH Children, Education and Skills Decision Session  
Meeting held on Wednesday 26 May 2021 

 
In attendance Cllr Holt Cabinet Member and Opposition Spokespersons Cllrs Brain, 

Hamilton and L McCarthy. 
 

Title Decision Taken Reasons Date 
Effective 

Apologies and 
Substitutions 

None received.   

Declarations of  
Interests 

Cllr Hamilton advised the meeting that she 
was a member of the Summerfield 
Management Committee. 

  

Questions and 
Deputations 

Correspondence had been received from 
the Governing Body of Castle Bromwich 
Junior School in relation to their concerns 
over item 5. This had been passed on to the 
Cabinet Member, opposition spokespersons 
and Officers. The Cabinet Member advised 
that he had also received written 
correspondence from the local MP, the 
Parish Council and the local ward Member 
setting out their concerns regarding item 5. 
 
The Cabinet Member asked Officers to 
address these points of concern during their 
presentation, so he could consider these 
issues prior to making a decision. 

  

Determination of 
Post 16 
Transport Policy 
Statement 2021 - 
2022 

The Cabinet Portfolio Holder: 

(i)  Approved the draft Post-16 
transport policy statement 
2021-2022 as detailed in 
appendix 2 to the report; 
and 

 
(ii) Approved the transfer of 

responsibilities and funds from 
Adult Social Care to Children’s 
Services and Skills Portfolio in 
respect of post-19 education 
transport. 

The reasons for 
recommending 
the preferred 
option was set 
out in section 5 
of the report. The 
change should 
make more 
sense from a 
customer 
perspective – 
there will be a 
single contact for 
all transport 
needs, 
throughout the 
child and young 
adult’s education. 
The draft 
statement 
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complies with the 
DfE statutory 
guidance. The 
proposed 
transfer of the 
processing of 
applications from 
Adult Social Care 
to Children’s 
Services and 
Skills represents 
no material 
change to the 
entitlement 
policy, but is 
intended to 
improve the 
service to our 
families. 

New Provision for 
Permanently 
Excluded 
Secondary Age 
Pupils 

The Cabinet Member: 

(i) Agreed to commission a 20 
place (full time 
equivalent), short term 
provision for Solihull 
secondary aged pupils 
that have been, or are at 
risk of being, permanently 
excluded, or have been 
missing from Education 
for two terms or more, to 
be delivered through 
Solihull Academy from 1 
September 2021; 

 
(ii) Approved the proposal to make the 

youth centre building in Castle 
Bromwich available to be 
repurposed for use by Solihull 
Academy as a short term 

The changes will 
allow Solihull 
Academy, in 
partnership with 
the Local 
Authority, to work 
with local 
secondary 
schools to offer 
more students 
who are missing 
education the 
opportunity to 
quickly access 
an education 
provision that is 
best suited to 
their needs. The 
new approach 
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assessment and intervention 
centre to host the 6th day 
provision;  

 
(iii) Agreed to allocate a capital 

allocation, from the Children’s 
Services Capital Programme of 
up to £430,000, to fund the 
refurbishment works to make the 
youth centre fit for this new 
purpose; 

 
(iv) Agreed to delegate authority for all 

necessary auxiliary matters 
regarding the proposal to be 
undertaken by the Assistant 
Director, Inclusion and Additional 
Needs, in consultation with the 
Cabinet Member for Children, 
Education and Skills; and 

 
 

(v) Requested that Officers carry out 
further consultation and 
engagement with Castle 
Bromwich Junior School and 
local partners. 

and provision will 
ensure that 
students’ current 
and future needs 
are considered. 
Specialist staff 
and teachers will 
be able to ensure 
that all students 
are supported to 
make progress 
and, ultimately, 
transition 
successfully to 
their next 
destination. 
Section 5 of the report 
provided further detail 
as for the reasons for 
recommending the 
preferred option. 

Summerfield 
Education Centre 
Update 

The Cabinet Member; 

(i) Approved that officers bring 
forward a plan to 
reorganise the alternative 
education arrangements 
across the Borough to set 
out a coherent alternative 
provision offer designed 
to meet the emerging 
needs of all children and 
young people of statutory 
school age; 

(ii)  Agreed that Summerfield 
Education Centre should 
become a sponsored 
alternative provision 

Given that significant 
change is needed 
across the whole 
alternative provision 
Sector to meet the 
needs of pupils, 
officers believe that it 
is no longer 
appropriate to move 
forward with the 
closure of 
Summerfield - rather 
that the focus should 
be on changing their 
offer, together with 
consideration of 
changing the offer of 
other alternative 
provision providers in 
the Borough, to be 
embedded within a 
redesigned Solihull 
alternative education 
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academy as part of the 
new alternative provision 
arrangements and join a 
Multi Academy Trust, in 
accordance with the 
Academy order issued in 
June 2019; and 

 
(iii) Authorised officers to identify the 

education offer and the number 
of places that it will need to 
commission from the new 
alternative provision 
arrangements.   

landscape.  This 
option does involve 
Summerfield 
converting to an 
Academy within a 
Multi Academy Trust. 
Section 5 of the report 
provided further detail 
as for the reasons for 
recommending the 
preferred option. 

Local Authority 
Approval of 
Revised 
Instrument of 
Government 

The Cabinet Member approved the revision 
of the Instrument of Government for Windy 
Arbor Primary School. 

The governing body 
proposal meets the 
requirements of 
Schools Governance 
(Consultation) 
(England) Regulations 
2012. 

4 June 
2021 

Local Authority 
Approval of 
Appointment of 
LA Governor 

The Cabinet Member approved the 
proposal for the nomination of the Local 
Authority Governor shown in Appendix A to 
the report. 

The proposed 
nominee had been 
approved by the 
governing body. 
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